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The Right to Information

ÅThree fundamental principles

ïRight to request information 

ïDuty on the government (private sector?? 
civil society??) to meet the request

ïDuty of the government to proactively 
disclose information without request



3

Right to Information ïInternationally 

ÅEnshrined in international law
ïUnited Nations General Assembly in 1946 proclaimed that:

ñFreedom of Information is a fundamental 
human right and the touchstone for all 
freedoms to which the United Nations is 
consecratedò

ïArticle 19 UDHR / ICCPR  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and 

expression; this right includes freedométo seek, 

receive and impart information
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Right to Information ïInternationally 

ÅEnshrined in international law
ïArticle 10 UNCAC ïStates parties are toé ñtake such 

measureséto enhance transparency in its public 

administration, includingé. allowing members of the general 

public to obtainéinformation on organization, functioning 

and decision-making processes of its public 

administrationé.[and]épublishing informationò

ïArt 7 ïopen / transparent recruitment of people

ïArt 8 ïtransparency of electoral money

ïArt 9 ïopen / transparent financial management

ïChpt 4 ïmutual legal assist ïincl sharing information

ïChpt 5 ïasset recovery - incl sharing info from banks
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Right to Information ïInternationally 

ÅRTI for donors - Busan Nov-11
ï 23. We will work to improve the availability and public accessibility of 

information on development cooperation & other development resources, 

building on our respective commitments in this area. To this end, we will:

ÅMake the full range of info on publicly funded development activities, 

their financing, terms/conditions, contribution to development 

results, publicly available subject to legitimate concerns about 

commercially sensitive information.

ÅFocus, at the country level, on establishing transparent public financial 

management and aid information management systems, and 

strengthen capacities of stakeholders to make better use of this 

information in decisionïȤmaking and to promote accountability.

ÅImplement a common, open standard for electronic publication of 

timely, comprehensive and forward-looking information on resources 

provided through development cooperation
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Right to Information - Nationally 

ÅAlmost 90 RTI laws throughout the world

ÅArab States

Existing Law/regulation: 

ÅJordan (2007) + Tunisia (May 2011)

Draft laws: 

ÅLebanon, the Palestinian territories, Kuwait, Yemen, 

Iraq 

ÅBahrain? Morocco? Egypt?
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Value of the Right to Information

ÅPromotes democratic governance

ïBuilds an informed constituency

Example: India ïcandidates disclosure

ÅSupports poverty alleviation

ïReduces corruption in service delivery

ïImproves implementation of welfare programmes

Example: India ïBPL rations programme

Example: India - Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
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